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front    "A most striking success/5 was Haig's
unemotional but deeply gratified comment.

Delayed for two days by weather, the great
French attack was launched on the Aisne on the
16th of April, but, though pressed for two days
with the utmost gallantry and determination, it
failed even to attain its first objective. It was a
merciless disaster. The inroads made by the
enormous casualty list on the weakened man-
power of France in themselves rendered impossible
any further attack by the French for the remainder
of the year. But even more serious than the loss
of men was the effect upon the morale of the
French armies. Discontent threatened to grow
into active mutiny. It was now questionable
whether the French would be able even to resist a
strong attack by their enemy.

All eyes turned to Haig and the British Army
to retrieve the situation. The sharp contrast be-
tween the great success of the battle of Vimy and
the failure on the Aisne had brought a kaleido-
scopic change in Haig's prestige both in London
and Paris. In February and March, distrusted
and discredited, his advice incontinently rejected,
and his requests disregarded, he now, in April,
found himself applauded and appealed to for
counsel alike by the British and French Cabinets.
The British Prime Minister showered congratula-
tions and good wishes on him, and required of
him a memorandum for guidance as to the further
operations. The French sought his advice as to
their action. Haig commented caustically :es The
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